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What will I study?

In the �rst semester there is a weekly seminar entitled ‘Approaches to the Middle Ages’, in 
which students are introduced to the broad range of source-material available for the medieval 
historian, and the di�erent skills required to analyse them. �ere is also a weekly class in medi-
eval Latin for beginners, which gives students the basis for reading their source material in 
what is, for much of Europe, the original language. No knowledge is required beforehand.

In the second semester the weekly seminar is on a more specialised theme, which will 
demonstrate how to apply these skills to a particular area of history. �e other core element of 
the course in this semester is a weekly seminar on medieval palaeography, that is, the art of 
reading the handwriting of medieval documents. Students also take a research training module. 
T he culmination of the programme is a 15,000 word dissertation on a topic chosen by the student 
in consultation with the appropriate supervisor.

Why do this MA?

One reason for o�ering this programme is to give students who wish to carry on to do research 
at PhD level the necessary skills foundation. But, of course, many students who take this course 
do not carry on to do a PhD. For most, this is a way of learning more about an area which 
interested them as an undergraduate, and of developing skills which can be applied anywhere.

�e dissertation is central to this. Students are able to select their own area of research, and 
contribute themselves to the writing of history. �ey can choose a topic from over a thousand 
years of history, and from anywhere in Europe.

A supervisor will meet regularly with the each student, to assist and to guide. But essentially 
the student has to manage the project on his or her own. Writing a dissertation teaches students 
about time-management, research, analysis, the production of a lengthy document, all of which 
will be invaluable in most future careers. And many students �nd that the writing of this 
dissertation is a challenging but also very satisfying achievement.

Students will have the opportunity to participate on the programme in a �eld trip to Leuven in 
Belgium which is a unique opportunity to visit monuments and museums of major cultural 
signi�cance for the Medieval period.


